
RE Planning Y2 

Autumn 1: Special Places 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To be able to describe a place that 
is special to them. 

Children will explore places that are special to them, 
where they are and why there are special.  Through hands-
on and engaging activities the children will begin to think 
about how their special place makes them feel and how 

they and others should treat it. 

 Children are able to identify a special place for themselves. 

 Can children explain why a place is special to them? 

 Are children understanding of other people’s special places? 

Lesson 2 

To know that some religious 
people have a place that is special 

to them. 

Children will look at where some special religious places 
are to Christians, Muslims and Buddhists.  They will focus 
on special places to worship and pray around the UK as 
well as look at Buddhist shrines found in some homes. 

 Can children identify a special religious place? 

 Do children understand why particular places are special to 
some religious people? 

 Do children understand that special religious places don’t 
have to be a special building? 

Lesson 3 

To learn about Christians’ special 
places. 

Children will explore about pilgrimages and what they are.  
They will enjoy learning about several important special 
places for Christians around the world.  The children will 
think about why Christians like to visit these places and 

how it makes them feel when they are there. 

 Do children understand what a pilgrimage is? 

 Can children recall places that are special to Christians other 
than a church? 

 Can children say a special place to them that is outside of 
their home or school? 

Lesson 4 

To learn about Muslims’ special 
places. 

Children will learn about special places for Muslims around 
the world and pilgrimages that Muslims will go on.  The 
children will enjoy writing imaginative diary entries as if 
they have visited one of those special places, as well as 
have the opportunity to go on a pilgrimage around their 

school. 

 Can children recall places that are special to Muslims other 
than a mosque? 

 Do children understand why Muslims may go on a pilgrimage 
to certain special places? 

 Can children explain similarities and differences between 
Christian and Muslim special places?  

Lesson 5 

To learn about Buddhists’ special 
places. 

Children will find out about some of the special Buddhist 
places around the world.  They will match and write 

descriptions about the special places in Buddha’s life and 
have the opportunity to play a fun pilgrimage game to 

summarise everything they have learnt during the scheme 
of work. 

 Can children recall places around the world that are special to 
Buddhists? 

 Do children understand why Buddhists may go on a 
pilgrimage to certain special places? 

 Do the children remember what a pilgrimage means to a 
Buddhist? 

 



Autumn 2: Christmas Celebrations 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To think about what we celebrate 
and how we celebrate. 

Children will think about what a celebration is and identify 
some of the major religious festivals of world religions.  

They will think about the features of some common 
celebrations, including birthdays and weddings, and 
describe some of the different ways in which people 

celebrate religious and non-religious occasions. 

 Can children name and identify a variety of types of 
celebrations? 

 Do children know that most religious celebrate things that are 
important to them? 

 Can children describe some of the features of different 
celebrations? 

Lesson 2 

To be able to recount the 
Christmas story. 

Children will read the story of the nativity together.  They 
will learn about the key events and characters in the story 
and think about why the birth of Jesus is so important to 
Christians.  They will retell the story in a variety of ways. 

 Do children know that Christmas is a Christian festival? 

 Can children retell the main parts of the nativity story? 

 Do children understand why Christmas is an important 
festival for Christians? 

Lesson 3 

To explore how Christians 
celebrate Christmas. 

Children will recap the story of the nativity and identify 
exactly what Christians are celebrating at Christmas.  They 
will go on to explore some of the different ways Christians 

celebrate, including going to church services, singing 
carols, putting up Christmas trees and giving presents.  
They will compare ways in which Christians and non-

Christians celebrate Christmas. 

 Can children remember the main parts of the nativity story? 

 Do children know some of the ways in which Christians 
celebrate Christmas? 

 Can children identify similarities and differences in the ways 
Christians and non-Christians celebrate Christmas? 

Lesson 4 

To investigate how Christmas is 
celebrated by Christians around 

the world. 

Children will find out how Christians celebrate Christmas in 
various different countries around the world.  They will 
think about those traditions that are based on religious 
beliefs and those that are more cultural.  They will learn 

what even though Christmas is different in various places 
around the world, the message of Christmas remains the 

same for Christians globally.  

 Do children know that Christmas is celebrated in lots of 
different countries all over the world? 

 Can children identify and describe some of the different ways 
in which Christmas is celebrated by Christians around the 
world? 

 Can children identify that many of the traditions of Christmas 
are based on culture rather than religion? 

Lesson 5 

To recap and summarise what we 
have learn about Christmas. 

Children will consolidate their understanding of how and 
why Christians celebrate Christmas.  They will use the 

questions who? what? when? where? and how? to 
describe what Christmas is and how it is celebrated.  They 

can express their understandings of Christmas and its 
origins and celebrations in a variety of ways. 

 Do children understand that Christmas is a Christian festival 
that is also celebrated by other people? 

 Can children describe the main features of a Christian 
Christmas? 

 Can children demonstrate their understandings of Christmas 
in a variety of ways? 

 



Spring 1: Leaders and Teachers 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To find out about leaders in school 
and what they do. 

Children will consider what a leader is and does, as well as 
think of times when they have been leaders.  They may 
then either discuss being leaders with a partner, or find 

out about leaders in school such as teachers, school 
council representatives, sports captains, etc. 

 Can children describe some of the responsibilities of leaders 
they know of? 

 Can children find out about leaders in their school? 

 Can children describe a time when they were a leader? 

Lesson 2 

To understand the challenges of 
being a leader and why leaders are 

important. 

Children will learn about the responsibilities of leaders and 
share their ideas about what makes a good leader.  They 

may then either explore these ideas in-depth through role 
play, or speak with a religious leader you arrange to visit 

your school. 

 Can children describe some of the responsibilities of leaders? 

 Can children identify which responsibilities they might enjoy 
and which might be difficult? 

 Can children explain what makes a good leader? 

Lesson 3 

To find out about religious leaders 
and their special books. 

Children will learn about an important leader in Sikh 
religion (Guru Gobind Singh Ji) by reading a story about 

him from a religious text.  They will then either discuss and 
explain what they have learned, or find out more about 

other religious leaders. 

 Can children identify some leadership qualities of an historical 
religious figure? 

 Can children explain the life and teachings of an historical 
religious figure in their own words? 

 Can children describe some things that are written about, and 
by, leaders in special  

Lesson 4 

To understand the importance of 
global religious leaders. 

Children will learn a little about important global religious 
leaders such as the Dalai Lama and the Pope, then either 
make plans as if they were expecting one of these leaders 
to visit, or create works of art depicting religious leaders. 

 Do children know the names and religions of some global 
religious leaders? 

 Can children find out about the role of a significant religious 
leader? 

 Can children explain or show what they have learned about a 
significant religious leader? 

Lesson 5 

To learn the names, clothing, 
places of worship, holy books and 

duties of religious leaders. 

Children will identify distinct features of leaders in 
Christianity, Islam and Judaism.  They may then work in 
groups to discuss and explain what they have learned, 

adding prior knowledge of local religious leaders. 

 Can children describe a religious leader in their local area? 

 Can children name the clothes, books and places of worship 
of religious leaders? 

 Can children explain what they learned from religious 
leaders? 

 

 



Spring 2: What do Sikhs believe? 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To find out about Sikhs and how 
Sikhism began. 

Children will be introduced to the Sikhism and recognise 
that it is one of the major world religions.  They will 

discover how Sikhism started thanks to teachings of Guru 
Nanak.  They will then find out about some basic Sikh 

beliefs, including the “5 Ks”. 

 Do children know that Sikhism is one of the main world 
religions? 

 Can children retell the story of Guru Nanak? 

 Do children know about some of the basic Sikh beliefs? 

Lesson 2 

To find out what being equal 
means to a Sikh. 

Children will start to understand equality as one of the 
core beliefs of Sikhism.  They will investigate how this 

affects the way Sikhs behave and how it affects their rights 
and responsibilities. 

 Do children know that religious have core beliefs? 

 Can children explain what it means to be equal? 

 Do children understand the link between rights and 
responsibilities? 

Lesson 3 

To find out why Sikhs meditate. Children will identify focusing on God as one of Sikhism’s 
core beliefs.  They will find out why Sikhs meditate and 
what they hope to achieve from doing this.  They will 

consider why it is important to give their minds quiet time 
to think and reflect, as well as thinking about why it is 

important to train our brains so that they can concentrate 
more effectively. 

 Do children know that religions have core beliefs? 

 Can children explain what meditation is? 

 Do children understand why it is important to give their brain 
quiet time for thinking? 

Lesson 4 

To find out why Sikhs believe 
people should work hard and live 

honestly. 

Children will recap the core beliefs of equality and 
meditation before looking at the Sikh belief in hard work.  
They will find out about the jobs of some key workers in 
the community and consider what would happen if they 

decide not to work hard.  They will also consider the 
concept of honesty and why it is important. 

 Do children know some of the Sikh core beliefs? 

 Can children explain why it is important to work hard? 

 Can children explain why it is important to live honestly? 

Lesson 5 

To find out why Sikhs believe 
people should share. 

Children will learn about Sikh beliefs on sharing.  They will 
find out about Sikh community kitchens and how they 

organised.  They will then either think about a time they 
shared something with someone or they can hold their 
own community kitchen.  During the plenary they will 

consider why working together is so important. 

 Do children know the Sikh core beliefs? 

 Can children explain why it is important to share? 

 Can children explain why Sikhs have a community kitchen? 

 

 



Summer 1: Who was Buddha? 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To understand how Siddhartha 
Gautama came to be known as 

“the Buddha”. 

Children will begin to learn about some core principles of 
Buddhism, and about the man who many Buddhist statues 
represent: Siddhartha Gautama.  Children may then either 
retell his story in their own words, or discuss how some of 

its issues relate to them. 

 Do children know that Buddhism is a major world religion that 
originated in North India? 

 Can children retell the story of Siddhartha Gautama? 

 Can children identify what was of concern in the story and 
reflect on why? 

Lesson 2 

To recognise Buddhist symbols 
which explain why Buddha was 

special. 

Children will study statues of Buddha and find out about 
the meaning of Buddhist symbols.  They may then 

undertake activities to show what they have learned and 
understood about these symbols. 

 Can children recognise some Buddhist symbols and explain 
their meaning? 

 Do children understand these symbols are important? 

 Can children explain why Buddha was special? 

Lesson 3 

To explain the meaning of a 
Buddhist parable. 

Children will read the parable of the Monkey King, then 
discuss its meanings.  Following this, they may either 

answer questions about the parable or retell it in their 
own words. 

 Can children retell the story in their own words? 

 Can they explain the significance of key moments in the 
story? 

 Can children explain what the significance of the story is for 
Buddhists? 

Lesson 4 

To explain what Buddha taught 
Buddhists about how to live their 

lives. 

Children will take a look at one particular Buddhist symbol: 
the wheel of life.  They will find out what it represents, 
then produce texts or images to show what they have 

learned and understood. 

 Can children explain what they symbol of the wheel of life 
represents? 

 Are children able to think of actions and behaviours that are 
in accordance with the eight rules for life? 

 Do children understand some of the key concepts and 
vocabulary relating to Buddhism that have been taught so 
far? 

Lesson 5 

To recognise where and how 
Buddhist worship. 

Children will study images to Buddhist temples and learn 
about the worship rituals that occur in them.  Following 

this, they may either describe the role of a variety of 
artefacts in Buddhist rituals, or listen to stories and try out 

meditation techniques. 

 Can children identify some distinctive features of Buddhist 
places of worship? 

 Do children know why Buddhists meditate? 

Lesson 6 

To understand how and why the 
life of a Buddha is celebrated 

during Vesak. 

Children will learn about the Vesak festival, then 
undertake a variety of activities where they can recreate 

or experience aspects of the festival.  Following this, 
children may do an end of unit quiz. 

 Do children know the reasons why Vesak is celebrated? 

 Can children explain some of the ways in which Vesak is 
celebrated? 

 Can children identify similarities and differences of Vesak and 
other religious festivals? 



Summer 2: What do Muslims celebrate? 

 Learning Objective Overview Assessment Questions 

Lesson 1 

To find out about the Islamic New 
Year. 

Children will understand Islam by Muslims.  They will find out 
who Muhammad was and how he founded Islam.  They will 

find out what is commemorated during the Islamic New Year 
and how Muslims celebrate this today. 

 Do children understand that Muslims follow the religion Islam? 

 Can children explain who Muhammad was? 

 Can children say what Muslims remember on the Islamic New 
Year? 

Lesson 2 

To find out about the Day of Ashura. Children will find out what the Day of Ashura means to 
Muslims.  They will find out that Shi’a and Sunni Muslims 
observe this day in different ways.  They can then either 

explore the story of Moses freeing the Israelites or they can 
find out about some of the important prophets in Islam.  The 

plenary introduces your class to Muslim mosques. 

 Do children know the Day of Ashura happens after the Islamic 
New Year? 

 Can children name two Prophets of Islam? 

 Do children know where Muslims go to worship? 

Lesson 3 

To find out about Mawlid al-Nabi. Children will find out how and why Muslims celebrate the 
Prophet Muhammad’s birthday.  They will be encouraged to 
think about why his birthday is a quiet celebration.  During 
their independent learning activities they will either think 

about things they are thankful for or they will have a look at 
some pictures from Mawlid al-Nabi celebrations and discuss 

what they can see. 

 Can children explain how some Muslims celebrate the Prophet 
Muhammad’s birthday? 

 Do children understand why the Prophet Muhammad is 
important to Muslims? 

 Do children know what the Qur’an is and why it is important for 
Muslims? 

Lesson 4 

To find out about Ramadan. Children will find out about the well-known Muslim festival of 
Ramadan.  They will discover what Muslims do during 

Ramadan and why, and will also have the option of exploring a 
section of the Qur’an during their independent learning.  

During the plenary, they will think about what it means to be 
part of a community. 

 Do children know that Ramadan is an important part of Islam? 

 Can the children say something Muslims do during Ramadan? 

 Can the children say which book Muslims read from during the 
Taraweeh Prayers? 

Lesson 5 

To find out about Eid al-Fitr. Children will identify that Eid is celebrated to make the end of 
Ramadan.  They will discover some of the ways in which Eid is 
celebrated, such as wearing special clothes, sharing food and 
sweets with friends and family, and praying together.  During 

the plenary children will consider why some Muslims give 
money to charity during Eid. 

 Can children say the event Eid marks the end of? 

 Can children explain how Muslims celebrate Eid? 

 Do children understand why Muslims give money to charity 
during Eid? 

Lesson 6 

To find out about the Hajj Children will find out what a pilgrimage and why Muslims are 
expected to undertake the pilgrimage to Mecca at least once 
in their lifetime.  They will find out some of the ways in which 

the pilgrimage promotes unity between Muslims and what 
happens at the Hajj.  During the plenary, children will recap 

what they have learned about each of the Muslim 
celebrations they have studied. 

 Do children understand what a pilgrimage is? 

 Can children explain where Muslims travel to on their pilgrimage? 

 Can children remember information about each Muslim 
celebration? 

 


